VANS INFORMATION LIMITED
Our history
VANS Information is a new company with an old history!  A history that began in 1924, almost a century ago, when Ganesh Ramrao Bhatkal started Popular Book Depot, one of the first book shops in the country.  Popular Book Depot ventured into book publishing in 1967 as Popular Prakashan.  In 1991 VANS Communication, a separate entity was formed with the expertise and backing of Popular Prakashan.  VANS Communication, which later got renamed as VANS Information Ltd. in 1994 with its initial public offering, has been a publisher of business databases in an electronic format since its inception.  VANS has, therefore, been fortunate to have the blend of young and old, contemporary and modern, experienced and fresh.

Our strengths
We pride ourselves with the four main strengths that serve as our four pillars.  The order below should not be misunderstood for its level of importance.

· Association with Popular Prakashan and its wealth of experience 

· The Board of Directors

· Members of VANS 

· Our values
To briefly elaborate  …

Popular Prakashan is a privately held company. Popular Prakashan’s main contributions have been in the field of social science and pharmacology.  It has to its credit a list of best sellers on subjects ranging from literature to food.  

Popular has given VANS the parenting guidance in the area of publishing.  It has opened doors to all its associates, writers, editors, and others, some of who today are legends in their own fields.  

Our Board of Directors are very senior people in their respective fields.  They bring to VANS the experience that they have garnered over the years.  To introduce some of our directors:  

Mr. Bana Paranjape, ex Chairman-cum-Managing Director of Union Bank of India.  Currently, advisor to Midland Bank, Plc.; and on the Boards of UTI Bank, RPG Cables and other reputed companies. 

Mr. Shantaram Rege, a solicitor and senior partner at Crawford Bayley, India’s leading law firm.  Also, Mr. Rege is an advisor to the Chase Manhatten Bank and on the Board of companies such as Johnson & Johnson, Zuari Ltd., etc. 

Mr. Vinayak Gawande, partner of Gawande & Mewawala.  Mr. Gawande has experience of over 15 years as a tax consultant.

Mr. Harsha Bhatkal, our Managing Director.  Mr. Bhatkal was born in a family of publishers and has had years of experience in the publishing field, including his short training with the Butterworth group in the U.K.

Members of VANS family 
Here we talk about the people who work with us and who are the members of this family.  Our team of young, enthusiastic individuals makes the working environment an enjoyable experience.  It is because of our team’s joint efforts and dedication to meet deadlines that we have been able to sign-in and retain as our clients a list of corporate names that read like a who’s who!  A list of some of these clients is attached.

Our Values

We say the following to describe our commitment to our values …

“There is no right way to doing the wrong thing.”
Our business



At VANS, our focus has been in three areas mainly:

· Content creation

· Content distribution

· Content management

Content creation 

We have, over the years mastered the skills of abstracting and classification for the use of our databases.  Our business databases: VANS.COM, VANS ELECTRONIC LIBRARY, and others are the end result of agglomeration, compilation, abstraction from a number of newspapers, magazines, specialized journals, government notifications, and other sources.  These cover business news, company performance, corporate action, and stock prices.  The databases are updated on daily basis.  Our library has been termed as ‘The best business library in Mumbai’ by our clients.  We have a collection of 4 to 8 years of records on company news, performance, stock prices, initial public offerings, forex rates, commodity rates, etc.

VANS will be launching a health care portal in the 2nd quarter of 2001.
Content distribution

VANS has been a distributor for its own content and also for that of its associates.  We represent various multinationals for the distribution of their database in India.  Some of these are: Ovid Technologies, a Wolters Kluwer group company; Micromedex of the Thomson Healthcare Information Group; Chadwyck Healey of the Bell & Howell Group, etc.  We were also representatives for F.T. Profile of the Financial Times group, U.K. till the time that business was sold by the Financial Times group.

Our reach in various parts of India is through our main office in Mumbai and also through the branch offices in the four regions – East, West, North, and South.

Content Management

Organizing and managing data is fundamental to our business.  Having gained years of experience in this area, we are confident of being able to  give the required support to all businesses who can then concentrate on their core competencies and outsource the data management and knowledge management to VANS for that is VANS’ core competency.  

A detailed note  ……

CONTENT MANAGEMENT
The data and knowledge management service from VANS








Content management is a specialized activity.  Each of the above processes need special editorial skills, and understanding of technology involved in processing the same.  

VANS’ expertise 

Organizing and managing data is fundamental to our business.  Also, we have experience of handling large volumes of data.  It is therefore that we can help our clients convert data into information, and in a very efficient way.

We have, over the years, mastered the skills of abstracting and classification for the use of our databases. It is due to these skills of ours that way back in 1995 Moody Investor Services’ Emerging Market Division selected VANS for information on India; Encyclopædia Britannica has sub-contracted abstracting, classifying, and rating web sites for its internet guide: britannica.com to VANS; and McKinsey has selected VANS to be the providers of news abstracts from approximately 80 sources, classified to the 4th level of classification for its global intranet.  VANS mirrors their server and updates it twice a day.

India advantage

For last few years now, outsourcing to India has grown at nearly 50 percent per year  as  India offers:  

· Skilled and dedicated work force

· Abundant work force to handle large volumes

· Work force who is well versed with English language

· Relatively competitive rates

A combination of the above advantages lowers the operations/production costs substantially! 

Some of the services offered by us  …… 
· Abstraction

· Answering web based queries

· Building databases as per specific requirements 

· Classification

· Conversion of print data into electronic data through

Data entry

OCR

Scanning

· Creating editorial content

· Maintaining existing databases

· Web enabling data

· Other such services 

Our clients 

· Ad Agencies



FCB Ulka, Percept, Rediff


· Banks
Bank of America, Banque Nationale de Paris (BNP), COMMERZBANK, State Bank of India (SBI), Standard Chartered Bank

· Consulting Companies
Arthur Andersen, A.F. Ferguson, KPMG, McKinsey & Co., PricewaterhouseCoopers
· Credit Rating
Credit Analysis and Research (CARE), Credit Rating Information Services of India Ltd. (CRISIL)  

· Finance Companies


Enam, Hathway, Prime Securities, 

· Financial Institutions
Housing Development Finance Corporation (HDFC), Industrial Credit and Investment Corporation of India (ICICI), Industrial Development Bank of India (IDBI), Reserve Bank of India (RBI), Unit Trust of India (UTI)


· Hospitals
All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS), Breach Candy, Hinduja, National

· Merchant Bankers
I-SEC (Securities company of ICICI), State Bank of India Capital Markets

· Pharmaceutical Companies
Cipla, Fullford, Glaxo Wellcome, SmithKline Beecham, Zydus Cadilla

· Research Labs
Defense Research and Development Establishment (DRDE), National Institute of Occupational Health (NIOH), NICED
· Web Sites
Hometrade.Com (Ways India Ltd.),     L &T Trade.Com (Larsen & Toubro), Moneycontrol.com (CNBC), Naviamarkets.com

Our Contact 

Vans  Information Limited

Popular Press Building

35-C Pt. M. M.  Malviya Marg

Tardeo

Mumbai 400 034

India

Phone
: 
022 4372736, 022 4960300
Contact  
:  
Rutika Samtani

Email

:
rutikas@vansinfo.com
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