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LRC 2004

Open Source Localisation

The 9th Annual International Localisation Conference and Exhibition, organised by the Localisation Research Centre (LRC)
21-22 September 2004

Informatics Building,

University of Limerick, Limerick, Ireland

Conference

22 September 2004
Pre-conference Workshops

21 September 2004
The use of open-source software and digital content is becoming increasingly popular, particularly in developing countries. In fact, in many places including China, South Korea, India and Brazil, governments are actively encouraging its use since, unlike proprietary software, it permits users to examine, change and freely redistribute its fundamental programming instructions.

Employing open-source software can cut costs, dispel security concerns and also prevent companies from becoming too dependent on a foreign supplier. There is however another huge benefit: because it can be freely customised and tailored to suit specific needs, open-source software is also easier to localise for use in a particular language or culture.
According to an article published in the Economist on 4th Dec 2003, “The leading desktop interfaces for the open-source Linux operating system—KDE and GNOME—are, between them, available in more than twice as many languages as Windows. KDE has already been localised for 42 languages, with a further 46 in the pipeline. Similarly, Mozilla, an open-source web browser, now speaks 65 languages, with 34 more to follow. OpenOffice, the leading open-source office suite, is available in 31 languages, including Slovenian, Basque and Galician and Indian languages such as Gujarati, Devanagari, Kannada and Malayalam. And another 44 languages including Icelandic, Lao, Latvian, Welsh and Yiddish are on the way. ” 
Register at www.localisation.ie today and take advantage of the special early bird registration offer.

Special discounts are available for TILP members and non-salaried delegates.

Note: This programme may be subject to change without special notice
Tuesday, 21 September 2004
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Pre-Conference Day

Workshops

International Localisation Showcase (Exhibition)

The Annual LRC Localisation Dinner

Announcement of the winners of the LRC Localisation Awards

Programme

	08:30
	Registration

	09:00
	Welcome

	09:30
	Workshop 1

TILP: The Certified Localisation Professional Programme – Introduction
	Workshop 2

Localisation research – Opportunities and directions

	10:50
	Break

	11:10
	Workshop 1 continued

TILP: The Certified Localisation Professional Programme – Opportunities for professionals and training providers
	Workshop 2 continued

Localisation research – The LRC Best Scholar and Best Thesis Awards

	12:30
	LUNCH

	14:00
	Workshop 3

The Localisation Teaching, Training and Research Network: Sharing teaching and training resources.
	The LRC Industrial Advisory Board – Annual Meeting (for members only)

	15:20
	Break

	15:40
	Workshop 4

Standards in Localisation: An economic imperative or technical impossibility?
	Workshop 5

Localisation Service Providers – common standards and practices

	17:00
	Close


17:30
The Institute of Localisation Professionals (TILP) – Annual General Meeting

19:30
The Annual LRC Localisation Dinner


Announcement of the winners of the LRC Localisation Awards:



Best Localisation Scholar Award



Best Localisation Research Award



Best Global Web Site Awards

Wednesday, 22 September 2004
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LRC 2004: Open Source Localisation

Plenary Sessions

International Localisation Showcase (Exhibition)

Presentation by the Winner of the LRC Best Global Website Awards

Programme

	08:30
	Registration

	09:00
	Welcome and Opening

	09:15
	The LRC Best Global Website Award

Presentation by the winner

	09:45
	Open Source: the new paradigm for international digital content development?

This keynote will examine current developments in international digital content development, especially in relation to open source. Is open source localisation just a low-key, second-best solution for countries who have so far not been discovered by large multinational digital content developers or does open source offer a more technically advanced, more cost effective and a more secure alternative to over-priced, under-developed and low-security solutions?

	10:30
	Break

	11:00
	Technical challenges

How can open source content be localised? Which tools and technologies are available? Can industry-standard localisation environments and processes easily be applied to open source localisation projects? Are international standard organisations providing sufficient support for open source localisation projects? – Tools developers and experts in open source localisation provide answers.

	12:30
	LUNCH

	14:00
	Commercial realities

Should low cost of acquisition be the only factor when choosing open source in an international computing environment? Has the lack of standardisation and controlled support in open source computing an impact its commercial viability? – Commercial companies active in developing open source solutions in an international environment examine these questions.

	15:20
	Break

	15:40
	Success stories – and failures

When is open source the ideal solution for collaboration in a global computing environment? Are certain applications better suited than others for open source? – Case studies will offer an insight into success stories – and failures – of open source computing around the world.

	17:00
	Close
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